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The Bahrain Center for Human Rights expresses its deep concern for the authority in Bahrain's continuity 

in the policy of creating a fictitious and fake civil society and a mock human rights work, in attempt to 

mislead public opinion and disrupt international organization, and harm and target the community and 

civil institutions and their active figures through the materialistic, logistic support and media facilities 

provided to them by the government. This is happening by creating and establishing an increasing number 

of human rights and political entities, institutions, organizations and societies, to appear as real civil 

society institutions, while in reality they are merely the arms of the ruling power or one of its institutions 

such as the Royal Court or the Prime Minister's Court, the National Security Apparatus, the Ministries of 

Foreign Affairs or the Interior ministry. 

 

 
 

 
The Basic Branching of the Secret Network Revealed by Bandar in mid 20061 

 

In September 2006, 100 human rights, political and professional figures sent a letter to the King of 

Bahrain  
2
 expressing their concern regarding those institutions and especially what was included in the 

first report
3
 of The Gulf Center for Democratic Development

4
, about the presence of a secret network 

                                                 
1 Cited from "Bahrain.. the Democratic choice and the Mechanisms of Exclusion" Report ï The Gulf Center for Democratic 

Development ï UK ï August 2006 ï Report link: 

http://virtualbahrain.net/report/index.php. 
2 A Letter from 100 political, human rights and religious figures to the King of Bahrain - 
http://www.bahrainrights.org/en/node/1583  
3 The Report can be downloaded from the BCHR website on the link: http://www.bahrainrights.org/node/528 
4 Dr. Salah Al-Bandar ï the Secretary-General of the Gulf Center for Democratic Development and the former adviser for the government of Bahrain ï British 

citizen of Sudanese origin who was dismissed, arrested and then deported from the country because of the report he published. 

http://www.bahrainrights.org/
http://virtualbahrain.net/report/index.php
http://www.bahrainrights.org/en/node/1583
http://www.bahrainrights.org/node/528


infiltrating the State's apparatuses, headed and run by Ahmed bin Atyat-Allah Al-Khalifa ï Minister of 

State for the Cabinet Affairs and a member of the Ruling Family. One of the aims of this network is 

smearing the reputation of the independent human rights defenders and opposition's political activists, and 

creating fictitious and fake civil society institutions and attempting to penetrate the independent ones. 

According to this report, there are higher-ranking government institutions, figures from the Shura and 

Representatives Councils, and political and media figures involved in this network, as well as a group of 

Jordanian intelligence, and an Egyptian media group. Large sums of money, estimated to be millions of 

dollars, were allocated to run this network, to execute the project which actually began since 2004. The 

second report of The Gulf Center for Democratic Development
 5

, and which was published in January 

2006, came explaining in detail a practical program for the mechanisms and means to contain the society 

institutions and to reformulate them to guarantee their loyalty to the Authority and to contain the activities 

which demand civil, political, economic and social rights. 

 

This policy of the Bahraini authorities came as a reaction to the ever-increasing activity of the human 

rights organizations which distinctly succeeded in observing and documenting violations of human rights, 

and submitting periodical reports to the international organizations and institutions which are concerned 

with human rights, including concerned committees and UN Rapporteurs. The frequency of observing, 

documenting and writing the reports accelerated as a result to the increased and hastened violations to 

human rights, after a period of improvement that had been witnessed in the country at the beginning of 

this century. Due to the escalating activity by these organizations or human rights defenders, and the 

consequences of revealing the true reality of the human rights situation, and instead of the authority 

treating and finding solutions to the distressing human rights files, such as the sectarian discrimination, 

the torture crimes, the violations of freedom of opinion and expression, the crimes of human trafficking, 

political naturalization, bringing and utilizing mercenaries and the continuous violations of rights to the 

migrant workers, the authority turned to forming fictitious or fake human rights organizations, which 

instead of observing and documenting human rights violations it harasses the credible human rights 

organizations and defenders and lays down obstacles to their work, and makes statements that smear the 

reputation of those organizations or human rights defenders, as well as the false statements that do not 

reflect the human rights reality, justly or impartially.  

 

The "Fake" Human Rights Institutes in Bahrain  - Who are They ? 

 
The names of non-governmental "associations" appeared in the earlier mentioned report, and which is 

documented with photographs, copies of paid checks, remittances, balances and some letters related to 

executing this secret plot. Due to the growing concern of its danger in tricking the international 

organizations and international public opinion, this BCHR report will work on presenting documents that 

reveal the involvement of the official authorities in creating those associations and conspiring with them 

to destroy the civil society institutions, through the substantial financial resources, media and logistic 

facilities. There are also political societies who play the same role, however this report will only shed 

light on the human rights ones. 

 

On top of these fake organizations are the "Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society", and the "Bahraini 

Society of Jurists" , and the " Bahrain Human Rights Monitor ". 

 

1) Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society http://bhrws.org/index.php 

 

It was established with a decree No. (52) of 2004, on 30 November 2004, and was registered under 

societies and social clubs No. 17/C/AC.D based on decree-law No. 21 of 1989 of the Law of 

Associations, Social and Cultural Clubs, Special Committees Working in the Field of Youth and Sports, 

and Private Institutions. 

 

                                                 
5Bahrain: 2005 ï 2010: The Action Plan of the Secret Organization. http://virtualbahrain.net/reports/bandargate2/   

http://bhrws.org/index.php
http://virtualbahrain.net/reports/bandargate2/


    
 

Photos of Faisal Fouladh ï president of the Bahraini Human Rights Society ï One of the Gongo Organizations in Bahrain 

 

The name of the Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society was brought forward after just several weeks of 

closing down the Bahrain Center for Human Rights, and after the government faced a stream of severe 

criticism by the human rights organizations as a result of it closing the Center. 

 

Although at that time it was headed by Mrs. Azra Nono, one of the founders of the Society, and who was 

recently appointed Ambassador of Bahrain in Washington
6
, since its establishment it has been driven by 

Faisal Hasan Abdullah Fouladh, also its current president ï an appointed member in the Shura Council 

for four previous sessions since 1996. Fouladh is considered one the most active members working in 

these associations and the most combating and harassing to human rights defenders and the most to 

obstruct the human rights institutions in their work. Fouladh took advantage of the media facilities 

provided to him by the authority and to the rest of the GONGOs in order to defame political activists and 

human rights defenders without any legal or judicial deterrence. 

                                                 
6 The Bahraini Authority takes advantage of women and ethnic minorities to conceal its sectarian and violating policy of 

human rights - http://www.bahrainrights.org/ar/node/2210 

http://www.bahrainrights.org/ar/node/2210


 
 
 

A sample of letters addressed to the president of the Royal Court written with hand of Fouladh on the papers of his official society clarifying the role of his 

society in its conspiracy against the civil society institutions meeting of the Forum of the Future 

 

Fouladh, and through his role in his society, worked on repeatedly confronting the effective non-

governmental organizations and institutions by issuing false or misleading reports and statements about 

the human rights conditions and then publishing them in the press and sending them to international 

organizations, in order to disrepute the independent human rights panels or to doubt what they publish. 

 

The documents leaked by The Gulf Center for Democratic Development in its first report indicate that 

Fouladh received large sums of money and conspired to weaken the conference parallel to the Forum for 

the Future which was held in Bahrain in 2005, as well as playing the role of spying on the society 

organizations participating in that Forum by the reports which were hand-written by him on the official 

papers of the society
7
, addressed to Ahmed Atyat-Allah Al-Khalifa ï the Director of the secret network 

indicated by Bandar or The Gulf Center for Democratic Development.  

 

                                                 
7 http://www.darkulaib.com/vb/showthread.php?t=59338 

http://www.darkulaib.com/vb/showthread.php?t=59338
http://www.darkulaib.com/vb/showthread.php?t=59338


 
 

Faisal Fouladh at the moment of being kicked out from the meeting of the Representatives of the Committee against Torture  

 

As one of the members of this network, and with the help of government panels, Fouladh opened an 

office for his society in the British capital, London, in attempt to create amities with human rights figures 

affiliated with international organizations. Fouladh is usually used to pursue human rights defenders in 

their international tasks and visits, or their meetings with UN panels and international organizations. He 

always insists on attending the international meetings, despite being kicked out more than once from 

meetings held by non-governmental organizations with the committees and offices of UN Rapporteurs, 

especially after being exposed in an attempt to eavesdrop the non-governmental Bahraini delegation 

during their meeting with the UN Committee against Torture, and which as a result of it he was kicked 

out of the meeting room. 

 

 
 

 
A copy of the monthly bonus received by Faisal Fouladh  

 

Fouladh wears several human rights hats, which he changes deliberately according to the type of event, its 

timing and place. At times he impersonates the role of the secretary-general of the Human Rights Watch 

Society and at other times the head of Respect Movement, and sometimes he speaks for the National 

Alliance of Justice and Fairness, and at other times on behalf of the Committee on Employment of 

Foreigners, and he represents the International Center for Rights and Freedoms of Association, as well as 

the spokesman of Community Partnership to Combat Human Trafficking, and he is leading the Call for 

the Human Rights Studio, and he is the spokesman of the Youth Human Rights Center, and he speaks for 

the Bahraini Movement Against Corruption, and the Movement of Non-Violence. He is lately using the 

name of the General Coordinator of the Gulf European Center for Human Rights. Usually, these names 

suggest that there are many defenders or members behind them, however, these names and organizations 

are counterfeit and are represented in him personally and his wife Sameera Al-Sayed (her surname was 

recently changed to Al-Sada), who usually accompanies him in his trips and she also occupies positions 

with him in these institutions. What is surprising is that none of the authorities, apparatuses or ministries 

raised the issue that there are no records for these counterfeit institutions and which have not been 

registered in the Ministry of Social Affairs, as the Bahraini law of civil associations requires, and no 



ministerial decree, clarifying their bylaw or the name of its founders was issued. The authorities' 

disregard to this matter strengthens the belief that the authorities are supporting him, standing by his side 

and encouraging him in the roles he is playing and the activities he is carrying out to target the effective 

human rights institutions and defenders, and this has been reinforced by him being reappointed in the 

Shura Council for the second session and awarding him the Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al-Khalifa second 

degree medal in the opening ceremony of the eighth session of the Shura Council. Fouladh is always 

trying creating an impression that his Society is the Bahraini branch of the internationally known Human 

Rights Watch, based in New York.  

 

It is believed that all the "counterfeit institutions" run by Fouladh are directly funded by the Royal Court, 

through the network that is run by Ahmed bin Atyat-Allah who ensures providing the financial resources 

and the required budget via a special account in the Shamil Bank by remittances from the Kuwait Finance 

House
8
, and it is the same bank where the Royal Court money is managed. The Bandar report(The Gulf 

Center for Democratic Development)  presents the receipt of 500 Dinar as a monthly reward received by 

Fouladh for his effort, and this amount does not include the trips he repeatedly travels with his wife in the 

name of human rights work, in addition to the monthly expenditures of the Society which reaches 1800 

Dinar. The documents indicated spending BD 5000 to finance the establishment of this GONGO in 

November 2004. 

 

2) The Bahraini Jurists
9
 Society of Yousif Isa Al-Hashimi 

 

It was established in 2005 with 15 members, the number of them who are accounted for lawyers does not 

exceed two thirds, where several of them hold dual citizenships after granting them the Bahraini 

citizenship, and some of them hold official senior positions in the government. This society was declared 

with a decree by the Minister of Social Development No. 3 of 2006 on 28 January 2006. Yousif Isa Al-

Hashimi heads the board of directors which is made up of seven members, and he is represented by 

Massoma Abdul-Rasool. Al-Hashimi shares a law office with the former member of the Shura Council 

Mohammed Al-Sayed, as well as working as an editor in Al-Watan newspaper ï and which is an 

information interface of these counterfeit institutions. Al-Hashimi also works as a lawyer for Al-Watan 

newspaper and he is an appointed member in the Government Institution for Political Development. As to 

Massoma Abdul-Rasool, she works as a legal adviser and the vice-president of the Supreme Council of 

the Legal Department, and which is a Department affiliated with the Cabinet Affairs before announcing it 

being parted from it in 2006. 

                                                 
8 Refer to page 38 of the Report "Bahrain.. the Democratic Choice and the Mechanisms of Exclusion" ï The Gulf Center for 

Democratic Development ï UK ï August 2006. 
9 http://bahrainjurists.com/home1/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2 

http://bahrainjurists.com/home1/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2
http://bahrainjurists.com/home1/modules/news/article.php?storyid=2


 
 

The names of the official delegates sent to the UN to attend the sessions of discussing the two UN committee reports on discrimination and torture in 

Bahrain show the presence of Massoma Abdul-Rasool, vice-president of the Society of Jurists and Hasan Mousa the president of the Bahrain Human 

Rights Monitor  among the governmental delegations 

 

 

 

Massoma was among the governmental delegation which participated in the debates of the Committee 

Against Torture in February and May 2005. 

 

 
 
Photograph of the governmental delegation in one of the UN sessions against Torture 2005 showing Massoma Abdul-Rasool among the governmental 

delegation 

 

According to what was stated in the Bandar report (The Gulf Center for Democratic Development), Al-

Hashimi was one of the ones who communicated officially and continuously with leading figures in 

executing the Bandar plot to gain the financial payments in return for the activity tasks he carries out 

inside and outside Bahrain, and an amount of BD. 2000 has been allocated monthly for it in addition to 

that. He was careful to continue spending the various expenses of the Society which includes: an amount 

of BD. 7842 for the expenditures of establishing the Society, the monthly rent of the Society's base in 

Um-Hassam area: BD. 600, the salary of the guard: BD. 150. This is in addition to the government 


